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KILDARE COUNTY COUNCIL  

Minutes of meeting of Council 

held at 2.00pm 

Monday 24 September 2018  

Áras Chill Dara, Devoy Park, Naas, Co Kildare. 

 

Members Present: Councillor S Power (Mayor), Councillors M Aspell, A Breslin, F Brett, K Byrne, 

B Caldwell, D Callaghan, R Cronin, I Cussen, M Dalton, S Doyle, T Durkan, D 

Fitzpatrick,  B Hillis, I Keatley, C Kelly, P Kennedy, A Larkin, M Lynch, M 

McCabe, P McEvoy, J McGinley, F McLoughlin Healy, M Miley Jnr, S Moore, 

T Murray, J Neville, N O Cearúil, S O’Neill, J Pender, R Power, T Redmond, D 

Scully, M Stafford, M Wall, P Ward, B Weld and B Young. 

 

Apologies:              Councillors A Breen and M Coleman. 

 

Also Present: Mr P Carey, Chief Executive, Messrs J Boland, S Kavanagh, T McDonnell, P 

Minnock and N Morrissey (Director of Services), Ms F Millane (A/Head of 

Finance), Ms M McIvor (Meetings Administrator), Ms K Keane (Meetings 

Secretary) and other officials. 

 

 

01/0918 

Vote of Sympathy 

The Mayor welcomed the members to the meeting and extended his sympathy to the families of 

the late: 

 

Paul Lynch, brother of Anne Dooley, Community Services. 

 

Jean Harrington, sister of Linda Talbot, Roads Transportation and Public Safety. 

 

Lizzie Landers, mother of Jenny Landers, Housing Department. 

 

Maureen Byrne-McCabe, mother of Valerie Smith, Roads Transportation and Public Safety. 
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Joseph Sharpe, father of Joe Sharpe, General Services Supervisor, Leixlip Area Office. 

 

Barney Sweeney, father of Bernard Sweeney, Executive Engineer, National Roads Office. 

 

Angela Stafford (née O'Loughlin), Lovestone Stud, Rathangan, Kildare, mother of Councillor Mark 

Stafford and Jenny Stafford, (canteen). 

 

Julianne Bell (Kilcullen Library). 

 

Donal McCormack – former member of staff. 

 

Mr Patrick Donohoe father of Elaine Donohoe, Executive Planner. 

 

The Mayor also wished to extend his sympathy to Professor Philip Nolan, President of Maynooth 

University on the death of his father Sean Nolan and also noted the passing of Mr Peter Kok, 

whom he had met at a recent event in Lullymore to celebrate European Heritage and asked that a 

letter of condolence issue to the Dutch Ambassador in this regard.  

 

A minute’s silence was observed. 

02/0918 

Adoption of Minutes 

The council considered the minutes of the monthly meeting of 30 July 2018, together with the 

progress report.  

Resolved on the proposal of Councillor Wall seconded by Councillor McEvoy that the minutes of 

the monthly meeting of 30 July 2018 be adopted and the progress report noted. 

 

 

03/0918 

Chief Executive’s Monthly Management Report 

The members noted the Chief Executives monthly management report. 

Resolved with the agreement of the members present that the Chief Executive’s monthly 

management report be noted. 
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03/0918 

Section 183 for Lease of Land at Rickardstown 

The members considered the Section 183 for Lease of Land at Rickardstown, Newbridge,         

Co. Kildare to Sarsfield GAA and Newbridge United. 

 

Resolved on the proposal of Councillor Fitzpatrick seconded by Councillor Kennedy and agreed 

by all members present pursuant to Section 183 of the Local Government Act 2001 as amended, 

that the council consents to the lease of land at Rickardstown, Newbridge, Co. Kildare to Sarsfield 

GAA and Newbridge United. 

 

04/0918 

Gnó and Mhéara/Mayors Business 

The Mayor stated that following on from the fantastic event in Carton last month for the Irish Deaf 

Golf Championships in Carton House, the International Seniors Team Competition was taking 

place there also and wished Carton well for the tournament.  

He also confirmed he had the pleasure of meeting the Roses of Tralee on the last night of the 

festival in Tralee and complimented Ms Áine Mangan on her role in promoting Kildare and 

ensuring Kildare got plenty of coverage on the night.  The Mayor also thanked the community of 

Athy for coming out and supporting the Roses when they visited the town, in the way that they did.  

The Mayor confirmed he had received an invitation from the Taoiseach’s office to Croke Park for 

the Pope’s visit which he had been delighted to accept. He also confirmed he had attended the 

Taste of Kildare in the K-Club which had been a great collaborative event and a terrific success. 

He had attended a mass in Athy where a wreath was laid in memory of the deceased members of 

the O.N.E, the Gardaí, the Civil Defence and the Red Cross and thanked Ms P Berry for all her 

work in organising this event.  

The Mayor noted Friday 21 September was Culture night and in Kildare it had been Culture 

weekend given the 94 events had been organised across the county that weekend and 

commended the Arts Officer, Ms Lucina Russell and her staff for all their work in organising this. 

The Mayor stated he had attended the National Play Day in Aras Chill Dara on the 22 September 

which was held both inside and outside the building and complimented and acknowledged the 

work of all the council staff that had been involved in the event for making it such a phenomenal 

success. Mayor Power also noted the win for Athy in the Dog Derby recently which was a great 

advertisement for the sport in Kildare.  
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The Mayor also confirmed he had received an invitation from the Chinese Ambassador to visit the 

Quandong province which he was happy to accept. He concluded by referring to the recent 

television programme following Kildare native Orla Tinsley on her journey through organ transplant 

in America and thanked her for her hard work in raising this issue globally noting there had been a 

significant increase in the number of donor card applications in Ireland as a result.  

 

05/0918 

Comhfhreagras/Correspondence 

The Meetings Administrator confirmed 10 items of correspondence had been received and 

circulated to the members to include 8 motion resolutions from other local authorities and 2 replies 

to correspondence issued on behalf of the members.  

 

Councillor R Power enquired whether a response had been received from the Minister for Housing 

Planning and Local Government following his motion in July on the recently published population 

projections for County Kildare (implementation Roadmap for the National Planning Framework). 

The Meetings Administrator confirmed that a response was still awaited. 

 

Councillor Durkan enquired if a response had any further correspondence been received in 

relation to his motions regarding insurance and flood. The Meetings Administrator confirmed no 

additional correspondence to that previously circulated, has been received in the matter. 

Councillor Durkan asked that reminder letters issue to the relevant bodies in this regard. 

 

Councillor Young referred to the correspondence received from the Department of Housing 

Planning and Local Government regarding the National Planning Framework and environmental 

assessments within the National Planning Framework.  He wished it noted that he had a motion 

down previously for the Celbridge-Leixlip Municipal District Committee requesting that the 

council’s Planning Department and ARUP make corrections to Strategic Environmental 

Assessment (December 2016) for the Celbridge Local Area  Plan 2017-23, in particular to Section 

4.6.6 Relevant Environmental Issues, paragraph 4 on p.39 which states: 

“According to an EPA 2005 report there was evidence of significant unauthorised land filling of 

commercial and industrial waste and construction and demolition waste in the GDA (predominantly 

Wicklow but also Kildare and Meath) in the period between 1997 and 2002.  However, there is no 

evidence of any such illegal landfill sites in the Celbridge and Castletown area.” 
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Councillor Young asked that this paragraph should be amended, or an erratum addendum 

inserted into the published Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA), to say that there is an 

extensive, unauthorised landfill at Griffinrath which is known to the EPA and was declared 'not 

exempt development' by An Bord Pleanála in 2004 and in 2010 (ref: RL2665); and that this landfill 

is regarded as an unauthorised development (UD3407) by Kildare County Council. 

Councillor Young requested that this be noted in the minutes of the meeting.  

 

06/0918 

Comhdhálacha agus Traenáil/Conferences and Training 

The Meetings Administrator referred to the report dated 20 September 2018 circulated to the 

members. 

Resolved on the proposal of Councillor Redmond, seconded by Councillor Kennedy and agreed 

by all members present having regard to Section 142(5) of the Local Government Act 2001, as 

amended by Section 53(2) of the Local Government Reform Act 2014 the following retrospective 

approval granted for the attendance of Councillors M Dalton and P Kennedy at AILG Module 4 

training on 15 September in the Silver Springs Hotel, Co Cork. 

 Approval of attendance of Councillors S O’Neill, F McLoughlin Healy and M Miley at AILG Module 

4 training on 21 September in the West County Hotel, Birr, Co Offaly and approval granted for the 

attendance of Councillors F Brett, T Redmond, M Dalton, B Caldwell, P Kennedy and S O’Neill to 

the LAMA Autumn Training Seminar on 28 and 29 September in the River Island Hotel, 

Castleisland, Co Kerry, Councillor T Redmond to the IPI Autumn Conference 2018 on 5 October in 

the Gibson Hotel, Dublin 1, Councillors S O’Neill and T Murray at to the AILG Training Seminar 

2018 on 25 and 26 October in the Hillgrove Hotel, Monaghan and Councillor O’Neill to the AILG 

Module 5 Training on 17 November in the Dublin Midland and Eastern Region Hotel, Dunboyne, 

Co Meath. 

 

 

       07/0918 

Higher Education Grant Scheme for Academic Year 2018/2019 

The Meetings Administrator referred to a report dated 24 August 2018 circulated to the members. 

Resolved with the agreement of the members present that the Higher Education Grant Scheme 

for the Academic Year 2018/2019 be noted. 
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08/0918 

Transportation, Safety and Emergency Services Strategic Policy Committee (SPC) 

Councillor Scully informed the members that issues examined by the Transportation, Safety and 

Emergency Services Strategic Policy Committee (SPC) at their last meeting had included winter 

maintenance, use of painted roadside bollards, a communication campaign with the Irish Farmers 

Association (IFA), a pilot project in Maynooth for access and disability parking, unauthorised 

location of tables and the issue of chairs and sandwich boards on footpaths. They had also 

received a presentation on the Staying Alive at 1.5 Campaign and a presentation on the Roads 

Programme 2018 to include existing and future plans for Kildare, an update from the South Dublin 

Local Link and information related to electric vehicle charging points.  He stated that the Kildare 

Cycling Forum meet on a quarterly basis aiming to actively support the implementation of the 

National Cycle Policy Framework and noted that the National Bike Week was held from 09-17 

June 2018 and included the Kildare Cycle Challenge, leisure cycling on Naas Greenways, 

Maynooth Cycling Campaign and local advertising and signage promoting cycling.  He informed 

the members that the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (DTTAS) had approved grant 

funding of €7,500 for bike week events.  Councillor Scully stated that recurring items on the 

Transportation, Safety and Emergency Services (SPC) agenda included road safety, Kildare 

Cycling Forum, rural transport, referrals from municipal district and full council meetings and 

Director of Service updates on major capital projects. 

The Mayor thanked Councillor Scully and all the members of the SPC for their continued work in 

this area.  

 

09/0918 

Local Property Tax 

The members considered the report on setting the Local Property Tax (LPT) local adjustment 

factor, circulated to the members. 

 

The Chief Executive stated the report had set out the council’s position and was recommending at 

a minimum, that the council does not vary the rate. He stated that everyone would agree LPT has 

had a considerable impact on local communities and that the feedback had been very positive in 

this regard.  

Councillor McEvoy referred to the level of work going into public realm plans currently and the 

opportunities for communities to feed into this whole process. He noted the Director of Roads 
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Transportation and Public safety had prepared an analysis to roll out public realm plans 

countywide which would cost approx €400K which would equate to a 2% increase to the LPT rate. 

 

On behalf of the Independent group, Councillor McEvoy proposed a 2% increase to the Local 

Property Tax rate, this was seconded by Councillor Kennedy.  

 

Councillor R Power proposed that the Local Property Tax rate remained unchanged; this was 

seconded by Councillor Moore.  

 

Councillor Cussen referred to a submission on Local Government circulated recently which stated 

Kildare residents are not benefitting to the same level as in other local authorities. 

Councillor Cussen proposed that the maximum reduction be applied to LPT in Kildare, this was 

seconded by Councillor Redmond. 

 

A discussion ensued amongst the members with varying views expressed. The Meetings 

Administrator confirmed there were 3 motions currently before the members a) To increase the 

rate by 2% b) The Local Property Tax rate remain unchanged and c) the maximum reduction be 

applied to LPT in Kildare. Six members called for a roll call vote and the Meetings Administrator 

confirmed the motions would be taken in the order they were received. 

 

Motion 1  

The following motion in the name of Councillor McEvoy was considered. 

It is proposed to increase the LPT by 2%. 

The motion was proposed by Councillor McEvoy, seconded by Councillor Kennedy. 

 

9 members voted in favour of the motion, 27 members voted against the motion, 2 members 

abstained and 2 members were absent. 

The following members voted in favour: 

Councillors Brett, Keatley, Kennedy, Larkin, McCabe, McEvoy, Murray, Stafford and Weld. 
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The following members voted against: 

Councillors Aspell, Breslin, Byrne, Caldwell, Callaghan, Cronin, Cussen, Dalton, Durkan, 

Fitzpatrick, Hillis, Kelly, Lynch, McGinley, McLoughlin Healy, Miley, Moore, Neville, Ó’Cearúil, 

O’Neill, Pender, Power, Redmond, Scully, Wall, Ward and Young. 

 

The following members abstained: 

Councillor Doyle and S Power.  

 

The following members were absent: 

Councillors Breen and Coleman. 

 

The Meetings Administrator moved to take the second motion submitted: 

Motion 2  

The following motion in the name of Councillor R Power was considered. 

That this council not vary the local adjustment factor for Local Property Tax 2019.  

The motion was proposed by Councillor R Power, seconded by N Ó’Cearuil. 

 

27 members voted in favour of the motion, 9 members voted against the motion, 2 members 

abstained and 2 members were absent. 

The following members voted in favour: 

Councillors Aspell, Breslin, Brett, Caldwell, Callaghan, Cronin, Dalton, Durkan, Fitzpatrick, Hillis, 

Keatley, Kelly, Kennedy, Larkin, McCabe, McEvoy, Miley, Murray, Neville, O’Cearuil, O’Neill, R 

Power, Scully, Stafford, Wall, Ward and Young. 

 

The following members voted against: 

Councillors Byrne, Cronin, Cussen, Lynch, McGinley, McLoughlin Healy, Pender, Redmond and 

Young. 
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The following members abstained: 

Councillor Doyle and S Power.  

 

The following members were absent: 

Councillors Breen and Coleman. 

Resolved with 27 members voting in favour and 9 members voting against, that in accordance 

with the Finance (Local Property Tax) Act 2012 (as amended) the members agreed not to adjust 

the base rate of Local Property Tax for the year 2019 in respect of relevant residential properties 

situated in the administrative area of Kildare County Council.   

 

10/0918 

Annual budget meeting 

The members considered the request to hold the statutory annual budget meeting at 2:00 p.m. on 

Monday 19 November 2018 and a briefing on the draft budget at 2:00 p.m. on Monday 12 

November 2018. 

Resolved with the agreement of all members present that the statutory annual budget meeting be 

held at 2:00 p.m. on Monday 19 November 2018 and a briefing on the draft budget be held at 2:00 

p.m. on Monday 12 November 2018. 

 

11/0918 

Budgetary reports 

The Meetings Administrator referred to the budgetary reports for the six months up to 30 June 

2018.  

Resolved on the proposal of Councillor McEvoy, seconded by Councillor McGinley and agreed by 

the members present that the budgetary reports for the six months up to 30 June 2018 be noted.  

 

     12/0918 

Overdraft of €4.5m for the year ended 31 December 2019 

The members considered the continued overdraft of €4.5m for the year ended 31 December 2019. 

Resolved on the proposal of Councillor Weld seconded by Councillor Moore and agreed by all 

members present that the continued overdraft of €4.5m for the year ended 31 December 2019 be 

approved 
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13/0918 

River Basin Management Plan (RBMP) for Ireland 2018-2021 

Mr Michael Holligan, Senior Executive Engineer Water Services, informed the members that the 

River Basin Management Plan for Ireland for 2018-2021 was part of the Water Framework 

Directive 2000/60/European Council (EC) which was a framework for community action in the field 

of water policy.  He stated the aim was to protect and restore healthy waters in rivers, lakes, 

estuaries, groundwater and coastal areas confirming there were three cycles involved in the plan, 

the first cycle being from 2009-2015, the second cycle being from 2016-2021 and the third cycle 

being from 2021-2027. He confirmed there were five different stages which involved step1- 

catchment characterisation (defining the problems), step 2- River Basin Management Plan 

(RBMP) and Programmes of Measures (POMS), (setting targets and programmes), step 3 

Implement Measures (delivering improvements), step 4 – Monitor and Evaluate (gather data and 

information) step 5 – Report to the European Council (EC) (summary of progress and outcomes).  

Mr Holligan informed the members that the new governance structure comprised of Tier 1-The 

Water Policy Advisory Committee, Tier 2 –The EPA and Tier 3-the Local Authority Waters and 

Communities Office.  He confirmed that there were five regional catchment workshops held in 

2017, and there were 31 local authorities along with relevant public agencies involved in the 

process noting 190 priority areas for action had been identified.  He stated that the Local Authority 

Waters Support and Advice Team (LAWSAT) were working alongside the Waters and 

Communities Office (LAWCO) and public meetings would be held in the areas identified before 

any further assessments were carried out.  He outlined the key aims of the RBMP and stated that 

the expected outcome of the RBMP was to progress 255 urban waste-water treatment projects, 

have €73,000,000 invested to reduce water leakage, employ sustainability advisors and technical 

personnel provide sustainability advice to farmers, carry out regular inspections and provide 

guidance for planning authorities. 

Following a number of queries from the members, Mr Holligan confirmed that canals were 

included in the Plan, the Barrow Drainage commencement date would be in the next 2-2.5 years, 

the issue of Water Conservation was more for Irish Water with regard to conservation. Councillor 

Cussen enquired regarding the rate of compliance of water quality in Kildare in comparison to the 

national average of 43%. Mr Boland stated the figures are compiled every 3 years and Kildare 

operates in the order of 50% compliance. 

The Mayor thanked Mr Holligan for his presentation. 
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14/0918 

Draft Waste Management Bye-Laws 2018 

The members considered the commencement of statutory process in relation to the Draft Waste 

Management (Storage, Presentation and Segregation of Household and Commercial Waste) Bye-

Laws 2018. 

 

Mr L Dunne, Senior Executive Officer informed the members that new Waste Management Bye-

laws were required to comply with European Union (EU) and national waste targets and stated the 

existing bye-laws were out of date and that the new bye-laws would be a requirement of each of 

the Regional Waste Management Plans.  He informed the members that the content, adoption and 

enforcement of the bye-laws would be at the discretion of each local authority and that there was a 

commitment in each Waste Management Plan with regard to introducing new/revised waste 

presentation bye-laws.  Mr Dunne concluded that the proposed bye-laws could assist as part of a 

wider suite of measures including extensive education/awareness initiatives in ensuring lasting 

behavioural change in how citizens manage waste. 

 

Resolved with the agreement of the members present that the commencement of the statutory 

process in relation to the Draft Waste Management (Storage, Presentation and Segregation of 

Household and Commercial Waste) Bye-Laws 2018, be approved. 

 

 

      15/0918 

Local Community and Cultural Strategic Policy Committee (SPC) 

Councillor K Byrne informed the members that the Local Community and Cultural Strategic Policy 

Committee (SPC) 2018 review included Tree policy and Open Space Strategy, Kildare Age 

Friendly, Integration Strategy, Community and Cultural Department grants, Kildare Library Service, 

Healthy Ireland (in association with Kildare Sports Partnership), Arts Strategy 2018-2022, Kildare 

Culture and Creativity Strategy 2018-2022 and the Decade of Commemoration Strategy and 

Heritage Officer.  He outlined the outcomes of the Kildare Active Communities Programme and 

detailed the highlights of the Kildare Arts Service highlights. Councillor Byrne conveyed his 

appreciation to Kildare County Council staff, the members of the Local Community and Cultural 

Strategic Policy Committee (SPC), the elected members, Ms Kavanagh, Director of Service, 

Economic Community and Cultural Development and all other agencies who the council work with 
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on the Local Community and Cultural (SPC) for their continued hard work, support and 

commitment. 

The Mayor thanked Councillor Byrne and the members of the SPC for their continued work in this 

area.  

 

       16/0918 

Nominations from the Public Participation Network (PPN) 

The Meetings Administrator advised the members that the agenda circulated contained four 

nominees but that one nominee, Ms Patricia Callanan had since been withdrawn. The members 

considered the following nominations from the Public Participation Network (PPP) to the Strategic 

Policy Committees (SPCs). 

 

 Evonne Boland - Economic Development Enterprise and Planning Strategic Policy 

Committee. 

 Emer Conway - Environmental Services and Water Strategic Policy Committee. 

 Padraic O’Luanaigh - Environmental Services and Water Strategic Policy 

Committee. 

 

Resolved on the proposal of Councillor Hillis seconded by Councillor McCabe and agreed by all 

members present that Evonne Boland be nominated to the Economic Development Enterprise and 

Planning Strategic Policy Committee, Emer Conway be nominated to the Environmental Services 

and Water Strategic Policy Committee and Padraic O’Luanaigh be nominated  to the  

Environmental Services and Water Strategic Policy Committee. 

 

 

    17/0918 

Coiste Na Gaeilge/Irish Language Committee 

Go gceapfaidh an Chomhairle seo Oifigeach Gaelige Lán-Aimseartha agus Buan. 

That this council appoints a full-time and permanent Irish Language Officer. 

 

The motion was proposed by Councillor Ó’Cearúil and seconded by Councillor Redmond. 

A report was received from the Economic, Community and Cultural Development Department   
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informing the members that It would not be the norm (outside of the Gaeltacht areas) to have a full 

time and permanent Irish Language Officer and the Department have indicated that they would not 

endorse such a request.  If this motion was to be considered then a budget for the post would 

have to be found and sanction would have to be sought and received from the Department. If the 

full council is in agreement with the proposal then this issue can be discussed during the Budget 

2019 discussion as the funding of this post would have to be found within existing resources. 

 

Councillor Ó’Cearúil noted the contents of the report stating he was aware of local authorities 

outside of the Gaeltacht areas that do have a full time Irish Officer and stated he was disappointed 

with the councils response in this regard stating the role warrants a full time officer in Kildare. 

Councillor Cussen supported the motion stating it was not ideal that the role was currently being 

carried out in addition to another official role.  

Ms Kavanagh, Director of Service pointed out that the report stated it would not be the norm, not 

that there was no Irish Officer in non Gaeltacht areas. She further stated the validity of the role is 

not being questioned but a budget would have to be found and an application made to the 

Department for sanction for the position.  

The Chief Executive stated the work-force plan for the library service was currently being reviewed 

and that this might be the appropriate place to consider the matter. He also confirmed that the 

executive supports the spirit of the motion.  

 

Resolved on the proposal of Councillor Ó’Cearúil, seconded by Councillor Redmond and agreed 

by the members present that the report be noted and the matter be considered during the Library 

Services work-force plan review. 

 

18/0918 

       Utility providers 

The following adjourned motion in the name of Councillor Redmond was considered. 

That we as a county develop a standard whereby utility providers have a fixed time to come and 

manage works in our county so that new roads and footpaths, to include roads and footpaths in 

housing estates, are not constantly being dug up as new providers come in.  

The adjourned motion was proposed by Councillor Redmond and seconded by Councillor Doyle. 
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A report was received from the Roads, Transportation and Public Safety Department informing the 

members that road openings in County Kildare were carried out in accordance with the 

Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport Guidelines for Managing Openings in Public Roads 

(2017).  Guidance and specifications were provided for excavation and road opening works on 

Public Roads, associated requirements and procedures and the use of the MapRoad Roadworks 

Licensing System (MRL) - this was the national on-line system for managing road works licensing.  

The MRL system sets out the application process and timelines and the validity period of the 

licence in addition to other terms and conditions which must be complied with.  The timelines were 

dictated by the type of road opening – i.e., likely to have a significant impact, a minor/routine 

opening or an emergency opening.   Applications for road openings were dealt with by each 

municipal district and efforts were made to co-ordinate and schedule works at local level.  The 

scheduling of works by the main utility providers, i.e., Gas Networks, Irish Water, Eir, ESB, was 

not within the remit or control of the council.  Emergency road openings, leak repairs etc cannot be 

scheduled or managed in the same way as planned road works.  The provision of broadband 

services throughout the county was a priority and while a number of different service providers 

were currently developing the infrastructure, all efforts were made at municipal district level to 

coordinate requests to open roads with Kildare County Council planned road and footpath 

improvement works, where possible.  The Roads Department had recently put in place technical 

resources to enforce, inspect and ensure full compliance with road opening licence conditions. 

Councillor Redmond stated a collaborative approach needed to be taken on this matter as the 

process as outlined is not working citing recent examples in the Athy Municipal District of roads 

repeatedly being dug up which subsequently presents towns in a negative way. Councillor Brett 

asked with regard to making ducting available as part of these applications. Councillor Young 

enquiring if there was a mechanism to get service providers to make provision for ducting that 

would subsequently come under the control of the local authority. 

The Director of Service stated he shared the frustrations of the members and the Municipal District 

Engineers on this issue and confirmed the council does try to ensure ducting is provided while 

works are being carried out. He confirmed that the council is inundated with requests for road 

opening licenses from service providers and if the council delays these applications, they are seen 

to be standing in the way of national policy.  Mr Morrissey confirmed a staff member had recently 

been appointed to monitor road opening licenses and the standard of any associated works. 

Councillor Redmond asked that the Roads Department contact COMREG requesting them to 
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contact all service providers to make the council aware of what works they have in their work 

programmes. 

Resolved on the proposal of Councillor Redmond, seconded by Councillor Doyle and agreed by 

the members present that the report be noted and the Roads Department contact COMREG 

asking them to contact all service providers to make the council aware of what works they have in 

their work programmes. 

19/0918 

Over-bollardization of the county 

The following adjourned motion in the name of Councillor Stafford was considered. 

That the council take the appropriate steps to prevent the over-bollardization of the county. 

The motion was proposed by Councillor Stafford and seconded by Councillor Hillis. 

A report was received from the Roads, Transportation and Public Safety Department informing the 

members that the use of bollards on footpaths and in public areas, while the least favoured option, 

was necessary to discourage and prevent illegal parking and to ensure the safety of vulnerable 

road users.   

Councillor Stafford noted the contents of the report but stated there is a proliferation of bollards in 

the county, of differing materials, citing Kildare town as an example which currently has 270 

bollards in situ. He also referred to a presentation received recently at the Kildare-Newbridge 

Municipal District meeting from an Urban Architect who expressed the view that we should be 

decluttering public realm spaces. Councillor Stafford asked if the motion could be referred to the 

relevant SPC and the members were in agreement to this proposal.  

Resolved on the proposal of Councillor Stafford, seconded by Councillor Hillis and agreed by the 

members present that the report be noted and the motion referred to the Transportation, Safety 

and Emergency Services SPC.  

 

20/0918 

Budget to support small retail outlets and community groups 

The following joint motion in the name of Councillor Larkin and Councillor Murray was considered. 
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That an appropriate budget be identified for a matched grant to support small retail outlets and 

community groups to mark or upgrade disabled parking spaces to appropriate standard, using the 

shop front improvement scheme as a model. 

The motion was proposed by Councillor Larkin and seconded by Councillor Murray. 

A report was received from the Economic, Community and Cultural Development Department   

Informing the members that this should be referred to the Economic Development, Enterprise and 

Planning SPC to consider whether or not the shop front grant scheme could be adapted to include 

this type of work. 

Councillor Larkin stated he had to commend the majority of traders in this regard and asked that 

the motion be referred to the relevant SPC for further consideration. Councillor Murray supported 

Councillor Larkin’s request that the motion be referred to the relevant SPC and noted the motion 

does not just relate to on-street parking but would include community areas also. Ms Kavanagh, 

Director of Service noted the members comments and stated the SPC will now consider the matter 

having regard to the context of the current scheme and monies available in the current budget.  

Resolved on the proposal of Councillor Larkin, seconded by Councillor Murray and agreed by the 

members present that the report be noted and the motion referred to the Economic Development, 

Enterprise and Planning SPC. 

 

21/0918 

Developing council land, suitable for housing 

The following motion in the name of Councillor Miley was considered. 

That the council consider developing council land, suitable for housing, to satisfy housing needs in 

the county e.g. the village of Nurney.  

The motion was proposed by Councillor Miley and seconded by Councillor Ó’Cearuil. 

A report was received from the Housing Department informing the members that the Housing 

Department of Kildare County Council had carried out an assessment of land in its ownership and 

has identified the sites most suitable for development for social housing in the short to medium 

term. These include sites of varying sizes. The assessment looked at location, zoning, availability 

of services etc.  A strategy had been developed for the larger sites which were located beside 
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existing large social housing developments. These included joint venture arrangements and PPP 

proposals. The small to medium sites that were suitable for development were included in our own 

capital programme for short to medium term development.  A number of the sites were 

encumbered in some way.  With respect to the specific site identified, the Housing Department 

had carried out a preliminary study of the 1.2 hectare site in Nurney.  This site was identified for 

Settlement Expansion in the County Development Plan.  We estimated that the site was suitable 

for approximately 25 units.  Consultation with internal departments in Kildare County Council had 

revealed that the waste water treatment plant (WWTP) in Nurney was at capacity and unable to 

facilitate the connection of additional units at this time.  In order to further consider options for the 

delivery of housing at this location, a pre-connection inquiry form was being submitted to Irish 

Water in relation to this site to establish what plans were in place to upgrade the WWTP.           

The reply received would determine the delivery timeline for housing units.  Members should note 

that there were other sites in our ownership that were similarly affected by lack of essential 

infrastructure. 

 

Councillor Miley noted that currently, approximately 0.5 million 21+ years olds are living with their 

parents due in a large part to the difficulties there is with rural planning policies currently. He noted 

schools in rural areas were closing due to a reducing youth population and expressed the view 

that the council should be lobbying Irish Water to improve the infrastructure in the rural villages 

and nodes in an effort to ensure that houses can be built in these locations. He also asked that the 

council be more creative in the provision of housing in rural areas to include social, affordable and 

suitable serviced sites.  

 

In relation to council owned land, Mr McDonnell, Director of Service confirmed this information is 

available on the Housing Ireland map noting the council is concentrating on the sites that will 

produce the most number of houses. He also noted that mixed housing schemes, to include 

affordable housing are required in Kildare stating that once the definition of affordable has been 

clarified by the Department, the council will go to the market to see how much it will cost the 

developer to provide houses on the site.  

 

In relation to planning policy, Mr Minnock Director of Service stated lengthy discussions have 

taken place previously on this issue, both with Councillor Miley individually and at SPC level. The 

council is currently looking at how one off rural housing applications are being dealt with noting 
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that one off rural housing is not an efficient use of land. He too confirmed the need to build a mix 

of social/affordable housing and suggested the motion be sent to the relevant SPC for further 

discussion with a view to enhancing the efficient use of land and the provision of appropriate 

housing that will support the community. Councillor Miley was happy for the motion to be referred 

to the relevant SPC as suggested. 

Resolved on the proposal of Councillor Miley, seconded by Councillor Ó’Cearúil and agreed by 

the members present that the report be noted and the motion referred to the Economic 

Development, Enterprise and Planning SPC for further consideration. 

 

22/0918 

Central Government funding for housing  

The following motion in the name of Councillor Ó’Cearúil was considered. 

That the council is provided with information pertaining to the amount of funding received from 

Central Government throughout 2018 to build our own housing supply. 

The motion was proposed by Councillor Ó’Cearúil and seconded by Councillor Kelly. 

A report was received from the Housing Department informing the members that the following 

table detailed the total funding received in 2018, to date, for the council’s construction schemes: 

 

Scheme Amount 

Athgarvan Road, Newbridge €2,591,838.00 
 

Dunmurray Rise, Kildare €3,436,792.00  
(includes previous land costs of 
€1,977,000) 

 

Councillor Ó’Cearúil stated the reason for submitting this motion was as a result of recent reports 

blaming councils for the non-delivery of social units and the details supplied prove the point that 

councils cannot build houses if the funds are not being provided. Councillor Durkan stated that 

Government can only fund projects put forward to it for consideration confirming €87.5 million had 

been allocated by the Government 2 years ago with €25m allocated to acquisitions, €15m to HAP 

and €9m to land. Councillor Cussen pointed out that staff numbers in Kildare County Council are 
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the lowest in the country per head of population and that this needs to be addressed as a matter of 

urgency.  

Mr McDonnell noted the member’s comments and stated it was important to contextualise the 

position given the lack of available funding for a number of years and the fact that procurement is 

a slow and tedious process. He stated that significant progress is being made noting the members 

have approved eleven Part 8’s in 2018 alone. Mr McDonnell stated the market was changing a lot 

and the council is now competing with the larger construction firms to procure land where we have 

been outbid on a number of occasions.  

Resolved on the proposal of Councillor Ó’Cearúil, seconded by Councillor Kelly and agreed by all 

members present that the report be noted. 

 

23/0918 

Presidential Election 

The following joint motion in the name of Councillor Breslin and Councillor Wall was considered. 

That Kildare County Council endorses the candidature of the current President Michael D Higgins 

for the forthcoming Presidential Election. 

 

Resolved on the proposal of Councillor Breslin and seconded by Councillor Wall, this motion was 

withdrawn. 

24/0918 

Meeting with Meath and Wicklow County Council 

The following motion in the name of Councillor Lynch was considered. 

Considering the projected scale of house building expected to take place within the county and the 

lack of significant infrastructure to go alongside this, that the council contacts neighbouring 

councils in a similar situation who are taking the brunt of house building, Meath and Wicklow, to 

organise a meeting regarding same.  

The motion was proposed by Councillor Lynch and seconded by Councillor Cussen. 

The Mayor proposed this motion and Councillor McLoughlin Healy’s motion on the Draft Regional 

Spatial and Economic (RSES) Strategy 2018 be taken together. The members agreed. 
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25/0918 

Proposed permeability routes 

The following joint motion in the name of Councillors McEvoy, Kennedy and McCabe was 

considered. 

To address general concerns with proposed permeability routes, that a task group examine how 

best-practice designs, activity/health benefits, congestion/carbon reduction and planning 

conditions can be considered during public consultation processes. 

Resolved on the proposal of the Mayor and agreed by the members present that this joint motion 

be postponed to the October monthly meeting.  

 

26/0918 

Draft Regional Spatial and Economic (RSES) Strategy 2018 

The following motion in the name of Councillor McLoughlin Healy was considered. 

That the council hold a special meeting to address the impact on Kildare of the Draft Regional 

Spatial and Economic (RSES) Strategy 2018 for the Eastern Regional and Midlands Regional 

Assembly (EMRA). 

The motion was proposed by Councillor McLoughlin Healy and seconded by Councillor Lynch. 

A report was received from the Planning Department informing the members that the Eastern and 

Midlands Regional Assembly was to consider the draft Regional Spatial and Economic Strategy 

(RSES) at its meeting on 05 October 2018.  Subject to approval at that meeting, the draft R.S.E.S. 

would go on public display for ten weeks. The draft R.S.E.S. could be considered at a future 

meeting of council during the public consultation period. 

Councillor Lynch stated the current process is not advocating well for the county of Kildare and 

proposed that the Planning Department organise a meeting with Wicklow and Meath County 

Council to jointly discuss the implications for the three counties. Mr Minnock confirmed a copy of 

the councils pre-draft submissions would be circulated to the members and stated that as the draft 

report currently stands, there would be significant impacts on the County Development Plan and 

that a lot of work is taking place in the background currently on this matter.  
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Councillor McLoughlin Healy outlined her serious concerns with this draft report which identifies 

the key growth centres as being Dublin, Cork, Galway and Limerick and expressed the view that 

the majority of investment will go to these areas. She stated that the extremes in this plan were 

going to have serious negative impacts for Kildare, Meath and Wicklow and asked for the EMRA 

members support on this stating Wicklow County Council had already prepared a report in this 

regard and their members were asking for a special meeting, to include TD’s, to discuss this 

serious matter.  

Councillor Miley stated the members were right to be concerned on this matter noting the draft 

report was due to be with the members of EMRA on the 05 October and complimented the staff in 

the Planning Department for the robust submissions that had been made to date. He stated there 

are major concerns in relation to the draft but that the EMRA members were of the understanding 

that significant changes had been made to the draft report.  

The Chief Executive stated a lot of background work was being done in relation to this matter and 

confirmed that Kildare, Meath and Wicklow are at one on the issue. He stated it was also his 

understanding that significant changes had been made to the report and proposed that a meeting 

in advance of the report issuing would not be of any benefit to the members at this point in time 

and that the relevant staff needs time to consider the report. Councillor McLoughlin Healy 

proposed that a meeting with the members takes place as soon as possible after the release of 

the report on the 05 October. 

Resolved on the proposal of Councillor McLoughlin Healy, seconded by Councillor Lynch and 

agreed by the members present that the report be noted and a meeting with the members be 

scheduled once the draft RSES report becomes available and that a meeting with Wicklow and 

Meath would be arranged at a later date. 

 

27/0918 

Suspension of Standing Orders 

As it had reached 6 o’clock, the Mayor proposed a suspension of Standing Orders for 15 minutes 

to allow the meeting continue.  

Resolved with the agreement of the members present, that standing orders be suspended for 15 

minutes to allow the meeting continue.   
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28/0918 

Vacant Housing Report 

The following motion in the name of Councillor Cronin was considered. 

That elected members receive a report from the Vacant Homes Officer, to include a statement and 

relevant statistics along with the number of CPOs that Kildare County Council has completed and 

the number pending.  

The motion was proposed by Councillor Cronin and seconded by Councillor Cussen. 

A report was received from the Housing Department informing the members that a Vacant Homes 

Officer had just recently been assigned to the Housing Department and she has now commenced 

the work of researching and identifying vacant homes in the county which may be suitable for 

social housing.  This work would involve: 

- An initial vacancy assessment exercise [including analysing information which had been 

submitted to the Housing Department from a number of sources including information 

received from internal departments within the organisation, local representatives and via the 

national database]. 

- Identification of the registered owners of the properties deemed to be vacant from the initial 

assessment. 

- Make contact with the owners to outline the options available to assist in bringing a property 

back into use for private or social housing purposes. 

While compulsory purchase was one option available to the local authority to bring a property into 

use for social housing, and would be pursued as and when warranted, there were other options 

available to the owner of a vacant property such as initiatives introduced by Government under the 

Buy and Renew and Repair and Lease Schemes.  As the work of the Vacant Homes Officer was 

just commencing no Compulsory Purchase Orders (CPOs) relating to vacant properties had been 

completed to date and there were none pending at the moment.  To support the work of the 

Vacant Homes Officers, the Department of Housing, Planning and Local Government had made 

funding of €50,000 per annum, over two years, available to each local authority.  This funding was 

being made available on the basis that the work of the Vacant Homes Officer would include: 
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- Tasks that support, implement and further develop, update, monitor and review the 

progress of the Vacant Homes Action Plan and actions to address vacant private housing 

and establish a co-ordinated approach towards the implantation of the action plan. 

- Undertake initial vacant assessment exercise. 

- Carry out or co-ordinate visual inspections/assessment of residential properties with a view 

to identifying possible vacant recoverable homes. 

- Identify the registered owners of the properties deemed to be vacant from inspection and 

contact the owners on the options available to assist in bringing their properties back into 

use for private or social housing purposes. 

- Serve as a contact point for dissemination to members of the public [including landlords] of 

advice, assistance and information on residential vacancy and the schemes available to 

reintroduce their homes into the usable housing stock and also information on the potential 

consequences of leaving their properties idle and not putting them to beneficial use [i.e. 

CPO]. 

- Serve as the first point of contact for the arrangement of initial consultations/ engagements 

with parties interested in developing vacant buildings for residential purposes. 

- Collation and provision of vacant homes data to the Department of Housing, Planning and 

Local Government’s (DHPLG’s) Vacant Homes Unit. 

The elected members would be kept up-to-date with progress by way of the monthly 

management report. 

Councillor Cronin expressed her thanks for the report and stated it was over a year since the 

council had asked the Housing Minister to appoint a Vacant Homes Officer in each Local 

Authority. She stated that the lack of funding, staff and leadership in this most important area 

was extremely disappointing. She also asked had the council any plans to meet with Louth 

County Council with regard to their house CPO process. Councillor Cronin also took the 

opportunity to commend the ‘Take back the City Protestors’ in their recent protests and for 

bringing this matter to the fore. Councillor Pender stated the majority of vacant properties are 
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not council owned properties but houses in private ownership. She also noted the response to 

the Repair and Leasing Scheme had been very disappointing.  

Mr McDonnell, Director of Service stated that local authority housing makes up 10% of houses 

in the country and that in Census 2016, Kildare were deemed to have the second lowest rate of 

vacant properties nationally. In reference to the CPO process adopted in Louth, he indicated 

this was in response to a particular problem in a particular housing estate and confirmed the 

council are already getting information from VacantHomes.ie. 

Resolved on the proposal of Councillor Cronin, seconded by Councillor Cussen and agreed by 

the members present that the report be noted. 

 

29/0918 

      Post office facilities 

The following motion in the name of Councillor Moore was considered. 

That members agree to write to the appropriate Ministers of Government requesting that any 

community area recognised with planning status as a village or small town in excess of six 

hundred people must also attain Government recognition by the retention of post office facilities. 

The motion was proposed by Councillor Moore and seconded by Councillor Brett. 

A report was received from Corporate Services informing the members that this was a matter for 

the members to agree on. 

Councillor Moore stated he did not understand the Governments approach on closing down post 

offices and thanked the members for their support on the issue.  

Resolved on the proposal of Councillor Moore, seconded by Councillor Brett and agreed by the 

members present that the council write to the appropriate Ministers of Government requesting that 

any community area recognised with planning status as a village or small town in excess of six 

hundred people must also attain Government recognition by the retention of post office facilities. 

 

30/0918 

Euronet model in promoting the 50/50 methodology 

The following motion in the name of O’Neill was considered. 
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That the council replicates the Euronet model in promoting the 50/50 methodology in gains sharing 

in photovoltaic (pv) solar power in our schools and public buildings as soon as possible.  For 

further information please visit www.Euronet50-50max.eu  

The motion was proposed by Councillor O’Neill and seconded by Councillor Cronin. 

A report was received from Corporate Services informing the members that Kildare County 

Council had registered an interest with Euronet and was awaiting a response from them.  

Councillor O’Neill expressed her thanks for the report and commended the council for their work in 

installing solar panels on Áras Chill Dara. 

Resolved on the proposal of Councillor O’Neill, seconded by Councillor Cronin and agreed by the 

members present that the report be noted. 

 

31/0918 

Bus services from County Kildare to Dublin 

The following motion in the name of Councillor Young was considered. 

That the council calls for significant increases to the peak commuter-time bus services from 

County Kildare to Dublin as part of the Bus Connects reorganization; for new and improved orbital 

services; for increases to the Dublin Bus and Bus Éireann fleets – at least to their size in 2009 – to 

provide the buses needed to put such services in place; and resolves to make a submission to 

Bus Connects to that effect. 

The motion was proposed by Councillor Young and seconded by Councillor Pender. 

A report was received from Corporate Services informing the members that this was a matter for 

the members to agree on. 

Councillor Young sought the members support on his motion given the impact the reduction in 

these services had on the county citing the example in Celbridge where a total of 8 buses have 

now been reduced to 3. 

Resolved on the proposal of Councillor Young, seconded by Councillor Pender and agreed by the 

members present that the council calls for significant increases to the peak commuter-time bus 

http://www.euronet50-50max.eu/
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services from County Kildare to Dublin as part of the Bus Connects reorganization; for new and 

improved orbital services; for increases to the Dublin Bus and Bus Éireann fleets – at least to their 

size in 2009 – to provide the buses needed to put such services in place; and resolves to make a 

submission to Bus Connects to that effect. 

The meeting concluded. 


